THE CHIEF MINISTER
Balain states formally: cHe listened to the counsels and
overtures proffered by Father Joseph, not to declare war,
which had never been in his mind, but to strengthen him-
self with several allies; and this he did consequently upon
several conferences between them, when he was still
Bishop of Lugon, still residing at his priories of Les Roches
and Coussay, where Father Joseph often saw him, being
even then in close relations with him.5
This evidence should be set alongside the letter in
which the Cardinal announced to his confidant his acces-
sion to power: cYou are the chief instrument employed by
God to lead me to all the honours to which I have now
attained. I beg you to come as soon as may be possible
that you may share the control of affairs. There are certain
urgent matters which I am reluctant to delegate, or to
settle without you/
These two texts enable us to gauge exactly the im-
portance of Father Joseph, and the absolute trust which
Richelieu placed in him.
But what were these urgent matters which he would
not entrust to anyone else, or settle without the capuchin's
advice?
The most pressing, and the most disturbing, was un-
doubtedly the matter of Valtellina, an inheritance from
the preceding government, and on which stress must be
laid, as it sorely perplexed him, but represents only one of
the numerous points of friction between Spanish policy
and French.
Valtellina is the name given to the valley of the Adda,
which flows down from the Alps towards the Lake of Como.
It offers a practicable passage, two or three miles in width,
between Northern Italy and the Swiss Orisons, from which